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Quel contraste entre cette 6poque et celle oft vous me
vites & Londres enniiyg des "Magnanimous Souverains
et de la croisade des h6ros I" *

HTJMBOLDT.

QUAI MALAQtTAIS, No. 3.

Jeudi.

*ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT to ALBERT GALLATIN

I HAD not the pleasure of finding you this morning, my noble friend.
Nevertheless I would fain have spoken with you of my constant and
sincere attachment and of my keen interest in the peace which you
have had the honour to conclude under the most difficult circumstances,
I would have liked to congratulate you on your fine and courageous
defence of New Orleans, which will gain respect for the armies of
Liberty. The fleets which sail under your Flag have indeed for long
covered themselves with glory. How tenderly in these unhappy times
my eyes gaze on the countries so soon to be the centre of the civiliza-
.tion of the world. I would make other attempts to find you and to
recommend again to your notice Mr. Warden, my friend and the
friend of Messieurs Berthollet, Thenard and Gay Lussac, as indeed he is
of every friend of learning. I cannot believe that a man so full of
learning, so gentle and so honourable, so firm a friend of the United
States, of Mr. Jefferson and his virtuous doctrines, can be rejected
by your Government.

I entreat Madame Gallatin to accept the expression of my respectful
homage and devotion.

What a contrast this period presents to the time when you saw mo
in London, weary of the Magnanimous Sovereigns and the Heroes'
Crusade.

HUMBOLBT.

3 QUAI MALAQUAIS,
Thursday.e returned, and after five minutes in your company
